WATER IS VALUABLE
The more water we consume, the
more expensive infrastructure is
needed. Water and wastewater
treatment costs are up because
of costly system upgrades caused
by increased demand. Federal
regulations on water quality are
getting more and more stringent.

IN 2018, OWASSO CONSUMED
933,430,000 MILLION
GALLONS OF WATER.
Owasso water usage nearly doubles
during summer months due to
irrigation.
Water runoff from irrigation flows
directly into creeks and streams
without treatment. Water runoff can
contain harmful contaminants.
In 2018, the average Owasso
household consumed 85,000 gallons
of water.

Saving Water is
Always in Season!

Why We Should Care About
Saving Water?
Seventy-one percent of the earth is covered
in water. Some people can't help but
wonder: Why should we conserve?
Here are a few important facts about water
on this planet from the U.S. Department of
Interior's Bureau of Reclamation:

WATER
CONSERVATION

Ninety-seven percent of all water on the
earth is salt water, which is not suitable for
drinking.
Only 3% of water on Earth is fresh water,
and only 0.5% is available for drinking.
The other 2.5% of fresh water is locked in
ice caps, glaciers, the atmosphere, soil, or
under the earth's surface, or is too
polluted for consumption.

AND WATER
QUALITY
CLEAN WATER STARTS
WITH YOU!

With growing population rates and such a
small percentage of all the water on Earth fit
for consumption, it only makes sense that
we must preserve and conserve this precious
resource.
Water conservation means using our limited
water supply wisely and caring for it
properly. Since each of us depends on water
to sustain life, it is our responsibility to learn
more about water conservation and how we
can help keep our sources pure and safe for
generations to come.

Questions? Call the Owasso Public Works
Department, Pretreatment & Stormwater
Office at (918)376-1519 or (918)376-1552
or email clawrence@cityofowasso.com or
jfloyd@cityofowasso.com

A CITIZEN'S GUIDE TO IMPROVING
WATER QUALITY

ARE YOU PAYING BIG BUCKS FOR
BOTTLED TAP WATER?

WATER CONSERVATION IN
THE YARD AND GARDEN
Install rain and freeze sensors on irrigation systems.
Running a sprinkler during rain and freeze events
wastes water, money, and can cause dangerous
road conditions.
Plant drought-resistant lawns, shrubs, and plants.
Native plants will use less water and be more
resistant to local plant diseases.
Put a layer of mulch around trees and plants. This
will slow evaporation of moisture.
Don't water the gutter. Position your sprinklers so
the water lands on the lawn or garden and not
paved areas.
Water your lawn only when it needs it. Most lawns
only need 1" of water each week. A good way to
see if your lawn needs water is to step on the grass.
If the grass stays flat when you move your foot, you
should water.
Water during the early parts of the day to reduce
water loss by evaporation.
Use efficient watering systems for shrubs, flower
beds, and lawns. Using soaker hoses, rain barrels,
and drip irrigation systems can save water.
Don't run the hose while washing your car. Use a
bucket to keep from wasting water.
Use a broom or blower to clean driveways
and sidewalks; not the hose.
Check for leaks in pipes, hoses, faucets, and
couplings. Use hose washers at spigots and hose
connections to eliminate leaks.

Nearly half of the bottled water available in the
US is municipal drinking water that has been reprocessed. Also, did you know that the EPA
does not regulate bottled water like it does
municipal drinking water? Bottled water
companies are not even required to publish a
yearly water quality report like municipalities are.

DRINKING OWASSO WATER
MAKES CENTS!
If you drink your daily recommended 8 glasses of
water per day from your own tap, it will cost you
about 50 cents per year. The same amount of
bottled water can cost you up to $1,400 per
year.

Use refillable containers filled with
Owasso water. Single-use plastic
water bottles place a heavy burden on
the environment and landfills!

WATER CONSERVATION
IN THE HOME
Install water-saving shower heads and low
flow faucet aerators. These are inexpensive,
easy to install, and will save you money!
Use your dishwasher and washing machine
for only full loads. Avoid extra rinse cycles.
Don't let the faucet run while you use the
sink to shave, brush your teeth, wash dishes,
or clean vegetables. Practice turning the
faucet off and then back on to rinse.
Repair leaks. A faucet that drips 60 drips
per minute wastes 5 gallons of water per
day. A leaking toilet can waste 200 gallons
of water per day.
Don't use your toilet as a trash can. Each
time you flush, you use between 1 and 5
gallons of water!

