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MEET THE BOARD MEMBERS – 
The newest member of the Historical 
Society Board of Directors is Ken 
McSlarrow.  Ken and his wife Diane 
moved into the Owasso area four years 
ago from the Sperry area.  Diane has 
worked for the University of Oklahoma, 
National Resource Center for Youth 
Services for 19 years.  Their two sons, 
Brian and Eric, both graduated from 
Sperry High School and NSU at 
Tahlequah.  Brian, an OHP Trooper, has 
two daughters – Shelby 17 & Sydney 12 
– who live in Coweta.  He and his wife 
Cassie live in Miami.  Eric and his wife 
Kristin have a daughter, Ava 2, & a son, 
Jake, born December 18, 2009.  Eric & 
Kristin are both teachers at Adair. 
 Ken grew up in Tulsa and graduated 
from Tulsa Central in 1957.  He 
graduated from the University of Tulsa 
with a BS in Criminal Justice.  Ken 
joined the Tulsa Police Department in 
1966.  He was promoted to the rank of 
Corporal & served as a relief supervisor 
for 24 of his 30 years on the force. 
 Ken was recently telling John 
Mowery about the docent class he was 
taking to be a volunteer at the Will 
Rogers Memorial & Museum.  John told 
him volunteers were needed at the 
Owasso Museum.  After volunteering 
for a few weeks, John invited him to 
become a member of the Historical 
Society.  The next meeting, Ken was 
elected to the Board of Directors. 
 Ken has taken his granddaughters, 
Shelby and Sydney, to visit the Owasso 
area museums.  Shelby especially 
enjoyed the display of cameras in the 
Owasso Museum.  He invites you to 
visit your area museums.  It’s a great 
way to spend quality time with the kids. 

BOARD MEETINGS – The Historical 
Society Board of Directors meets at the 
museum on the third Monday of each 
month at 4:00 p.m., except May and 
December. 
 

*********************************** 
ANNUAL MEETING – The annual 
meeting of the Owasso Historical Society 
general membership will be held at 1:00 
p.m. on Saturday, March 20th at the 
museum.  Notification of the Annual 
Meeting will be sent to members as the 
time gets closer. 
 

*********************************** 
RECENTLY DONATED ARTIFACT – 
Lee & Pat DeBoer have donated a large 
framed print of the Declaration of 
Independence.  The print is the actual size 
of the original document.  It is also the 
actual color of the original parchment, 
showing all the cracks & smudges.  It was 
displayed in the old Mingo School, where 
Pat taught for many years, and the DeBoers 
acquired it when the school closed. 
 

*********************************** 
OWASSO MAGAZINE – Since the 
Owasso Magazine has been in print, each 
issue has contained a photograph of early 
Owasso with a brief description of the 
photo.  The December/January issue also 
has a story about Historical Society 
member and Owasso native Hazel Cook.  
This is a free magazine that can found at 
various locations throughout the 
community.  The museum has several 
copies of this issue.  If you would like a 
copy, drop by the museum and pick one up.  
And while you are there, take some time to 
look around at what your museum has to 
offer. 
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VISITORS – During October, November & 
December, visitors to the museum have come from 
the states of Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, 
Indiana, Kansas & Virginia; and Collinsville, 
Coweta, Oklahoma City, Oologah, Owasso, Ponca 
City, Sand Springs, Skiatook, Sperry, & Tulsa in 
Oklahoma.  Tour groups have included several Tiger 
Cub Packs and their parents & siblings. 
 There were approximately 650 visitors to the 
museum during 2009.  These visitors came from six 
countries (excluding the United States), 12 states (not 
counting Oklahoma), & 23 cities in Oklahoma. 
 

******************************************* 
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS – By February 1st 
application forms for the two Historical Society 
scholarships will be delivered to Owasso High 
School and Rejoice High School.  Any Senior 
graduating from an accredited high school within the 
city limits of Owasso is eligible to apply.  Recipients 
must enroll as an undergraduate student at an 
Oklahoma (or adjoining state) college or university, 
and the $1000 scholarship is paid directly to the 
university - $500 per semester.  Students wishing to 
apply must also visit the museum and the visit must 
be verified by the Museum Director.  Consideration 
will be given to applications postmarked by April 2, 
2010 and received by April 7, 2010.  Hand delivered 
applications will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on April 
7, 2010.  Late or incomplete applications will not be 
considered. 
 

******************************************* 
PHOTOS WANTED – Do you have old photographs 
of buildings, scenes, or residents from early-day 
Owasso?  The museum is always looking to acquire 
more photographs and materials, such as newspaper 
items and scrapbooks, that will help increase our 
knowledge of the history and heritage of the area.  
We have the ability to scan items into the computer 
so that you can keep your original copies.  We are 
currently looking for information about the police 
department – when it actually became a department, 
how many officers there were originally, etc.  We 
have been told that there was once a police auxiliary.  
If you know of someone who might have been a 
member of the auxiliary or anyone who can help us 
out with this information, please let us know. 
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CHRISTMAS PARADE – For the first time in several 
years the Historical Society participated in the Owasso 
Christmas Parade.  Mr John Beeson provided and 
drove his 1930 Chevy.  Historical Society President 
Ralph Cunningham walked along with the vehicle and 
distributed candy to the kids. 
 

 
 

 
 

******************************************** 
MEMORIAL FLOWERS – Have you ever had a 
desire to create a beautiful spray of flowers?  If so, 
now is your chance.  Creating wreaths and sprays for 
Memorial Day is our big fundraising project.  We will 
work Monday through Saturday beginning April 19th, 
& continue until Memorial Day or until we run out of 
flowers.  Volunteers set their own times, working as 
much or as little as they like.  Come on by the 
museum and give us a hand.  Even though you think 
you don’t have any talent for this type of project, you 
just might be surprised at what you can create.  When 
we started the project in 1992, none of us were sure 
what we could do.  Funds raised through the project 
support the annual scholarship, as well as the purchase 
of items for the museum and incidental society 
expenses. 
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This “recipe” was printed in our January 2006 
newsletter, but we believe it is worth reprinting. 
 

Recipe for a Happy New Year 
 

CLEAN THOROUGHLY 12 whole months. 
DIVIDE INTO 365 parts; set aside, preparing one 
part only at a time as follows: 
MIX WELL into each day: 
 1 part patience 
 1 part courage 
 1 part work 
ADD to each day: 

 1 part each of hope, faithfulness, generosity, and 
kindness 
BLEND with: 
 1 part prayer 
 1 part meditation 
 1 good deed 
SEASON the mixture with a dash of good spirits, a 

sprinkle of fun, a pinch of play, & a cup of good 
humor. 

POUR mixture into vessel of love.  COOK over 
radiant joy, garnish with a smile. 

SERVE with quietness, unselfishness, & cheer. 
 

YIELD:  1 Happy Year 
 

 
 

 

 
 

January 18 @4:00 p.m. – Board Meeting 
 

February 15 @4:00 p.m. – Board Meeting 
 

March 15 @4:00 p.m. – Board Meeting 
 

March 20 @1:00 p.m. – Annual Meeting 
 

April – Newsletter 
 

April 19th – Begin Memorial Flower Project 
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2009 MINUS 100 YEARS – Here are some interesting 
statistics for the year 1909. 
�  The average life expectancy was 47 years. 
�  Only 14% of homes had a bathtub. 
�  Only 8% of homes had a telephone. 
�  There were only 8000 cars & only 144 miles of 
paved roads. 
�  Fuel for the cars was sold in drug stores only. 
�  The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 
mph. 
�  The average wage was 22¢ per hour. 
�  The average worker made between $200 & $400 per 
year. 
�  A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 
per year, a dentist $2500 per year, a veterinarian 
between $1500 and $4000 per year, and a mechanical 
engineer about $5000 per year. 
�  Ninety percent of all doctors had no college 
education.  Instead, they attended so-called medical 
schools, many of which were condemned in the press 
and by the government as ‘substandard’. 
�  More than 95% of all births took place at HOME. 
�  Sugar cost 4¢ a pound. 
�  Eggs were 14¢ a dozen. 
�  Coffee was 15¢ a pound. 
�  Five leading causes of death were: 
 1. Pneumonia and Influenza 
 2. Tuberculosis 
 3. Diarrhea 
 4. Heart Disease 
 5. Stroke 
�  There was no Mother’s Day or Father’s Day. 
�  Two out of every 10 adults couldn’t read or write 
and only 6% of all Americans had graduated from 
high school. 
�  Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-
time servant or domestic help. 
�  There were about 230 reported murders in the 
ENTIRE United States. 
�  Crossword puzzles, canned beer, & iced tea hadn’t 
been invented yet. 
�  Most women washed their hair only once a month, 
and used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
�  The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was only 30. 
�  The American Flag had 45 stars. 
 What a difference a century makes.  What do you 
think life might be like in another hundred years? 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 Owasso Historical Society Date ____________________ 

 
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business/Organization (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ Phone______________________ 
 
City ___________________________________________ State _______________ Zip ___________________ 
 
New ________ Renewal ________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 ·  Individual Annual Membership $5 ·  Student Annual Membership $1 
 ·  Family Annual Membership $10 ·  Life Membership $100 
 ·  Business Annual Membership $25 ·  Business Life Membership $250 
 

Make checks payable to Owasso Historical Society 
 

Please complete the above form and mail with your membership fee to: 
Owasso Historical Society, PO Box 1481, Owasso, OK  74055 
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