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FROM THE PRESIDENT BOARD MEETINGS — The Historical
From My Memories- The year was Society Board of Directors meets at the

1933. My Dad, Strawdey McCarty, museum on the third Monday of each

rented 80 acres near "86Street North month at 4:00 p.m., except May and

and North 9 East Ave. (These roads December.

and Streets had nOt been named yet) HS:********************************

also traded a cow for a two-room house
The annual

from a man at Collinsville. The houseANNuAL MEETING - R :
was moved to the 80 acres, and a sid@€€ting of the Owasso Historical Society

room was built on for a kitchen andgdeneral membership will be held at 1:00

back porch. The 80 acres had a spring:™M- ©on Saturday, March 21at the

fed creek running across the easterfflUSeum. Per Article IV, Section 1_ of the

part, which fed into the Owasso Lake_ByIaws, members of the board of dlrecto'rs

He soon dug a 20" well which had theshall be elected at each annual meeting

same pure water as the creek. falling in an odd numbe_red year to serve
| was four years old at this time.two-year terms. Notification of the

Soon my Dad and my mother RuthAnnual Meeting will be sent to members

built a shed for a cow, a chicken hous@S the time gets closer.
for the chickens, and plowed a QardeRuikrittkkritikkktikktikk ks

spot. ANNIVERSARY — The Owasso Historical
Mother and Dad soon started & smalqiety is 30 years old this year. A group
farm and dairy operation, including ant citizens interested in preserving the
garden. Within six months to a Yealhistory of Owasso began meeting on
they added a few head of cattle an‘ﬁ—'ebruary 8, 1979 with the goal of
work horses. _ . organizing a historical society. Yolanda
My brother, Clinton, was born in chamey was elected president of the
1936'. . group. The official organizational meeting
This is not the end of the story, onlyy a5 held on April 26, 1979, and Mrs.
the beginning. Over the years, througlcharney continued as president of the

planning and hard work, my parent§,e\ly.organized  Owasso  Historical
accomplished so much in their lifetime. Society.

Today, the Bailey Ranch Golf Course

Cl u b h ouse |S Iocated al m OSt | n th e\—**********************************

middle of the original 80 acres. WhoPHOTOS WANTED - Do you have old
would have thought of such expansionphotographs of buildings, scenes, or
| certainly never did in my center of theresidents from early-day Owasso? The
world!! museum is always looking to acquire more
photographs and materials that will help
increase our knowledge of the history and
heritage of the area. We have the ability to
scan items into the computer so that you
can keep your original copies.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkx

Antiquity is enjoyed not by the ancients
who lived in the infancy of things, but
by us who live in their maturity.--Colton
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MEET THE BOARD MEMBERS - With this issue 2008 MUSEUM VISITORS
of the newsletter, we are continuing the featur®uring the months of October, November &
started in January 2008 — introducing you to th®ecember, visitors to the museum came frtme
members of the Board of Directors of the Owassstates of North Carolina, Missouri, & Arizona; and
Historical Society. The members to be introduceffom Chelsea, Claremore, Collinsville, Jenks,
this month are Ralph Cunningham and Julia Stokes McCloud, Midwest City, Newkirk, Nowata, Skiatook,
_ Tulsa, Vinita, Weatherford¢& Owasso in Oklahoma

RALPH CUNNINGHAM is the newest Thege yisitors included Owasso Tiger Cub Pack 888,
member of the board. John Mowery introduceghgp 1.
Ralph to the Owasso Historical Society in April Approximately 500 visitors signed the guest book

2906, at which time he was .elected to the Board' (Efuring 2008. They came from one foreign countsy, 1
Directors. Ralph has continued to be an actiVgiates and 24 communities in Oklahoma.
member of the Board, and chaired the committee that ’

recently re_evaluated the SCh0|arShIp program kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhhkkkkhkkhkkkkhhhkkkhkhhkkkhkhkkkkhkx
Married for 19 years to his wife, Sandy, Ralph BOOK SIGNING

is the father of two children — Sarah, age 17 anflhe Owasso Historical Museum will host a pre-reteas
Chris, age 14. The family is currently hostingbook signing with Mr. Larry Johnson on Saturday,
Olesya, a 16-year-old foreign exchange student frofebruary 28 from 1:00 — 3:30 p.m. at the museum.
Ukrain. They have lived in Verdigris since 1995Mr. Johnson’s book is titledfar Creek — A History of

Ralph grew up in Tulsa, graduating from Natharnhe Quapaw Indians, the World’s Largest Lead and
Hale High School. He is an OSU graduate, with &inc Discovery, and the Tar Creek Superfund.Site
degree in Finance and a Masters in BusinesSopiesof the book will be
Administration. He has worked in the bankingavailable for purchase. £
industry since 1985 and been with First Bank oflescendent of early Owass TARVCREEK
Owasso since 2006. Ralph enjoys spending tinsettlers, Mr. Johnson wa
with his family. He also enjoys running, havingtu born in Tulsa, grew up on & o ortequparingens mevore:
completed his 33 marathon. family dairy farm near e ll

. ) , Owasso, & is a resident o
JULIA “JUDY” McCARTY STOKES is the asso. His grandmothel 3.

descendant of settlers who came to Oklahoma befogg, 5, Hart, was a sister t
the Trail of Tears in 1837. She was born in a "b0%nsephine Downey & Ros il
car” house near Ranch Creek, built by her father 9oy mma. He indicated tha - #* =~
an Indian Allotment owned by her grandmotherp, phag great childhoodg
Charlotte Sixkiller Fain.  Judy graduated fromp,emories of the time sper
Owasso High School with the class of 1947, and has his great-aunt's grocer iy
lived in Owasso all of her life. She has watchediore  (The building that now houses the museus wa
Owasso grow from a small town of 400 residents tg it by Rose’s husband, John, for the grocery
the thriving community we see today.. Her in.t(.e.iest business then co-owned by Rose Komma & Frank
the history of the area led to her active partit@®  \1anes. Rose later became sole owner.) Museurh staf
in the Owasso Historical Society. .Followmg in thegnd volunteers invite you to stop by and visit wih
footsteps of _her_mother,_ Ruth Fain McCarty, Whojohnson on February ®8and pick up a copy of his
served as Historical Society Pres@ent frqm 1982 mook. While you are in the museum, you might want
1987, Judy has served as President since Margh 5ke some time and look around at the exhibits.
2004. She is a regular volunteer at the museumh, afjembpers of the Owasso Historical Society will be

was instrumental in getting the Cherokee Languagg,sijable to provide personal tours of the museum.
classes started at the museum. She also enjoys

helplng make MemOI'Ia| Day Wreaths a fundralser dfk******************************************
the Historical Society.

Judy was employed by Tulsa County, and
retired as Purchasing Department Head in 1989.

LARRY G. JOHNSON

eIV
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ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE AWARDED- KOMMA’'S GROCERY
In 2005 the Owasso Historical Society awarded its
first scholarship - $1000 to a senior graduatiroyfr
Owasso High School, and continued with one
scholarship in 2006. With the idea of helping more
students, the Board voted in 2007 to award two
$1000 scholarships each year. During the winter of
2008 the Board looked at the possibility of inchgli
students from other high schools in Owasso in the
scholarship program. Beginning with the Spring of
2009, two $1000 scholarships will be awarded.
Students graduating from any accredited high school
located within the city limits of Owasso, OK are

eligible to apply. Currently that includes Owasso . .
High School and Rejoice Christian High School .T.h's brick  structure, known as the quma
uilding and located on the west side of what isno

Scholarship recipients must enroll as an undeg‘ain Street, was built by John Komma in 1928 to

graduate student at an Oklahoma (or adjoining )stat ouse the Mapes & Komma Grocery & Market. The

college or university, and the $1000 scholarship i rocery store was located in the north half of the
paid directly to the university - $500 per semesteg i y hil py ied th h half. |
Students wishing to apply must also visit the museu uilding, while a café occupied the south half. In
and the visit must be verified by the Museumlg34' after the death of Mr. Mapes, the name was

Director. Application forms have been delivered thhapged to Komrgat‘; (g“.’fa?ry- ft A Rva”etz of
the two high schools. Consideration will be giten USINESSEes occupie € bullding after R0se fomma

e tired. The Owasso Historical Society purchased t
?(f Cp(;liizztt;on;y ph?li:zﬁ rkZeSd bzyool\garchH jr? d ZdOecl)i?/e?g uilding on August 31, 1987 & used volunteer latwor
applications will be acc:epted .until 4:00 p.m or{efurbish the structure to be used as a museune Th

March 25, 2009. Late or incomplete application@useum was officially opened on November 3, 1991
will not be’consid.ered and subsequently two rooms were added on the west

side. Ownership and operation of the facility was
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ko kkkkkkkkkk assumed by the C|ty of Owasso on Apr|| 1' 2003.

Do you have a story you'd like to share about
life in early-day Owasso? Send it to us. You
just might see it in print in an upcoming
newsletter.

Coming v

February 16 @4:00 p.m. — Board Meeting Today the Komma Building houses the Owasso

February 28 @1:00-3:30 p.m. — Book Signin gtliﬁtic:]rlﬁgleMuseum. It is the oldest building irethity
March 16 @4:00 p.m. — Board Meeting Tk k ek ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ko ok ok ok ok ook
March 21 @1:00 p.m. — Annual Meeting The Historical Society Board

wishes all of you
a happy and prosperous 2009

April — Newsletter




APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Owasso Historical Society Date
Name
Business/Organization (if applicable)
Address Phone
City ate St Zip
New Renewal
MEMBERSHIP FEES
Individual Annual Membership $5 - Student Annual Membership $1
Family Annual Membership $10 - Life Membership $100
Business Annual Membership  $25 - Business Life Membership  $250

Make checks payable to Owasso Historical Society

Please complete the above form and mail with yoeimtrership fee to:
Owasso Historical Society, PO Box 1481, Owasso, BK55

Owasso Historical Society
PO Box 1481
Owasso, OK 74055



