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FROM THE PRESIDENT BOARD MEETINGS - The Historical
From My Memories — The “Owasso Society Board of Directors meets at the
Beginnings” history brings back my own museum on the third Monday of each

family history. My grandmother, Charlotte month at 4:00 p.m., except May and
Sixkiller Fain received her 80-acre December.

Cherokee Allotment land northwest of

Owasso at 8@ St N and N 9’7 East Ave. Fkkikkkikkkikikkkikkikkkikihkikhkirkiikhik

Charlotte was born & raised in Stilwell, OK. ANNUAL MEETING - The Annual
My grandfather, John Fain met_Char|0ttel\/Iembership Meeting was held on
when he came from Southwest City, MO 1051, rgay, March 21, 2009 at the museum,

Stilwell to teach. They married on August ; .
3, 1895 & later came to Owasso to reside o elebratlng. thg 30 anniversary (.)f the
wasso Historical Society. During the

her allotment land. A modest home wa - . .
built, & they started their family. They hadPusiness meeting, the following members

seven children (6 daughters & 1 son). Thavere re-elected to a two-year term on the
children all attended Owasso schools. Board of Directors: Julia Stokes, Betty

In about 1915 someone left a vacanMorton, Ina Boyington, John Mowery,
building on Charlotte’s property nearKathryn Tumleson, Kaye Gibson, Jerry
Owasso Lake. Grandpa John, being aghited, Juanita Barnes, Marcia Boutwell,
enterprising man, set up a bathing suit rent Ralph Cunningham. Shirlene Kerr was
for those wishing to swim in the lake. 5150 elected to the Board, filling a vacancy
Grandpa John also encouraged GrandmMgesieq py the resignation of Frances

Charlotte to make & sell hamburgers to theBarros Officers for 2009-2011 will be

SWImmers. elected from the Board at the regular
Kkkhkkkkkhhkkkkhhhkkkkhhhkkkkrkkk meeting on Apr” 26 The program was
MEET THE BOARD MEMBERS - All of presented by Olesya Zimovets, an
the members of the Board of Directors ofexchange student from Ukraine. She told
the Owasso Historical Society have nowabout her country, and shared impressions
been spotlighted with the exception ofshe has gained
Shirlene Kerr, who was elected at thefrom her time
annual meeting in March. : 3
SHIRLENE KERR and her husband, 'glestge iSU'Sé
Don, were both born in Owasso. Don >y
graduated from Owasso High School and]unlor at

Shirlene graduated from  Collinsville. Yerdigris High
Married in 1959, they bought a house inSchool, and g
Owasso in 1960, which they still own today.has been

Shirlene and Don have two children — a sorresiding  with
Don Kerr, and a daughter, Debbie Cookthe Ralph
Both of their children graduated from Cunningham
Owasso High School.  Shirlene’s parentggmily. She
gz;forgﬂar'ghsaﬁgg ac;?v)\llli(r)wrdsis?grq g':rrlglr?will be returning to her home at the end of
Matrtin, Who lives in Grove. Shfrlene is(ithIS school year.
retired from Boeing.
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MEMORIAL FLOWERS - If you have ever had VISITORS — Since the last newsletter we have had
desire to try your hand at creating a beautifubgmf visitors from the country of Ukraine; the state of
flowers, now is your chance. Creating wreaths a@dlifornia; and from Bartlesville, Catoosa,
sprays for Memorial Day is our big fundraisin@laremore, Collinsville, Jenks, Oologah, Ramona,
project. Come on by the museum and give us a hd&dpulpa, Sperry, Tulsa, Verdigris, Wagoner, Yukon,
The project begins April 15 with the first few days & Owasso in Oklahoma.
devoted to retrieving the flowers from storage and
- getting set up to begin the
project. The real work of
making the wreaths and sprays
will begin the week of April
20" and continue through
Memorial Day. Even though
you think you don’t have any
talent for this type of project,
you just might be surprised at
what you can do. None of us knew how to make
sprays when the project was started in 1992. Fuw
raised through the project support the anm@f
scholarships, as well as the purchase of itemshier
museum and incidental society expenses.

tors to the museum come in many shapes and
es. This happy couple was spotted during antece
rainstorm.
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BOOK SIGNING
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D.O Y.OU KNO.W_ Information about the Ovv_asso The Owasso Historical Museum hosted a pre-release
Historical Some.ty may be found on the City Ofbook signing for Mr. Larry Johnson on Saturday,
Owasso web site. G.O tvyww.cnvofowasso.c_om February 28. Mr. Johnson’s book is titleflar Creek
under Government, click on Departments; click on ~ , History of the Quapaw Indians, the World's
Historical Museum; then click on Owasso Historicall_argest Lead and Zinc Discovery and’the Tar Creek
Society. ~ There you will find a history of the Superfund Site Copiesof the book were available for

Historical Society, a listing of the Board of Diters -
& officers, a membership application & listing of gilg:ikr]]zse' Approximately 70 people attended thé boo

fees; and copies of newsletters.
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Larry Johnson
and friends
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SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE AWARDED - Eight
students have submitted applications for the two
Historical Society scholarships to be awarded har t
2009-2010 academic year. They are currently being
judged by a committee of Historical Society membe
Information about the recipients will be in the ydul
newsletter.
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OWASSO BEGINNINGS The name of the EIm Creek post office was changed t

. _ Owasso on January 24, 1900. Owasso is an Osage
Owasso began as a settlement in 1881, locateckin,{hq meaning “the end” or “turn around” because th

Cooweescoowee District of the Cherokee NaliQteam jocomotives got their water supply at thee Jak
Indian Territory, near what is now B6Street North 44 were turned around near the depot and headed

and North 129 East Ave. Located along EIm Creeky5. north. The rail line was not extended intdsZu
a tributary of Bird Creek, the new settlement beeamij; 1905.

known as the EIm Creek Settlement. The first esettl

was H.T. (Tole) Richardson. By 1893, the settleimd&dn March 26, 1904, a plat for the Town of Owasso,
contained several residences, a blacksmith shop, &herokee Nation, I.T. was signed by the Secretary o
general store. Preston Ballard, owner of the gdnehe Interior and the town was incorporated. Andrew
store, established a post office in the store diwrdey Jackson (Jack) Foster was the first mayor. Thearmai
10, 1898 & was appointed the first postmaster. Thesiness street ran east from the railroad tradkss
Joseph T. Barnes family moved to the settlementniow Broadway.

1897, & Joseph and Luther Barnes bought the
blacksmith shop in 1898. The first newspaper was The Owasso Ledger, and was

first published on August 7, 1903 by U.P. Waldr
In 1897, the Kansas, Oklahoma Central afthe subscription price was $1.00 per year, paid in
Southwestern Railway Company acquired right-addvance.

way approximately three miles northwest of the Elm

Creek Settlement, dammed a natural spring to form] R first telephone exchange was Pioneer Telephone
lake as a water supply for the rail line, & buildepot & Telegraph Company. Ordinance #23, executed by

about a mile south of the lake. Because the sl IMayor A.J. Foster on February 5, 1905, granted the
missed the Elm Creek settlement, the residents H@pchise.

businesses began moving their buildings to the a#§@ first church building constructed in Owasso was
around the depot. the Baptist Church, with the first service in a wiu

Late in 1898, Joseph & Luther Barnes moved th8iilding held on March 2, 1905.

blacksmith shop to the new community. The sh&pe first teacher in the area was George Gassa
became a temporary home for the Joseph Barfgs gassaway came to Indian Territory to teach, but
family & was the first residence officially moved tgachers had to be part Indian or married to aiaind
the new depot community. to teach in an Indian Territory school. He married

Preston Ballard moved his general store & posteffiMa’y E. Holland, a Cherokee Indian, in 1895.

at about the same time,. & the new community l?ecam?cording to legend & stories passed down from

known as Elm Creek, since the post office retait®d generation to generation, the Dalton Gang roamed th

name. area northwest of Owasso during the late 1880’s and
early 1890’s. They had a hideout betweeli 86N &

[ 96" St N, east of Memorial. It is still referred te a
m “Dalton Hill”. “Lookout Rock” stands at the top dfie
hill. According to the stories, the Daltons wougldnb

) _ to Lookout Rock to watch for the law. There was a
April 20 @4:00 p.m. — Board Meeting depression in the rock large enough for three noen t
sit in unnoticed. According to verbal history, the
Dalton’s were in and out of the area frequentlyheyr

April 13-May 25 — Memorial Flower Project

No Board Meeting in May would rustle and butcher a steer to eat, but neaaly
) bothered anyone. There are some markings of names
June 15 @4:00 p.m. — Board Meeting & dates on Lookout Rock — some can still be read, b

July — Newsletter most have faded.




APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Owasso Historical Society Date
Name
Business/Organization (if applicable)
Address Phone
City ate St Zip
New Renewal
MEMBERSHIP FEES
Individual Annual Membership $5 - Student Annual Membership $1
Family Annual Membership $10 - Life Membership $100
Business Annual Membership  $25 - Business Life Membership  $250

Make checks payable to Owasso Historical Society

Please complete the above form and mail with yoeimtrership fee to:
Owasso Historical Society, PO Box 1481, Owasso, BK55

Owasso Historical Society
PO Box 1481
Owasso, OK 74055



