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FACTS ABOUT EARLY OWASSO 
 

Owasso’s beginnings were in 1881 on the 
banks of Elm Creek.  The community 
was called the Elm Creek Settlement. 
 

The first settler in the Elm Creek Settle-
ment was H.T. (Tole) Richardson. 
 

Elm Creek residents began moving to the 
area near the depot in 1898 when the 
railroad missed the Settlement. 
 

The first newspaper was The Owasso 
Ledger, and was first published on 
August 7, 1903 by U.P. Wardrip.  The 
subscription price was $1.00 per year, 
paid in advance. 
 

The first telephone exchange was Pioneer 
Telephone & Telegraph Company.  
Ordinance #23, executed by Mayor A.J. 
Foster on February 5, 1905, granted the 
franchise.  Owasso got its first dial 
telephone system on October 9, 1953. 
 

********************************* 
MEMBERSHIPS – Larry & Sherry 
Johnson, Owasso, and Alan & Debra 
Cook, Owasso have recently joined the 
Historical Society as Life Members.  
New Annual Members are Jim Johnson, 
Debary, FL, Dolores Swaggert, St. Paul, 
MN & Ken McSlarrow, Collinsville, 
OK.  Annual renewals have been 
received from Sally McGill, Vinita, OK; 
Robert Long, Arlington, TX; Phil & 
Patricia Lester, Seabrook, TX; Versa 
Jean Kindrick, Winchester, CA; Glenn 
Dean & Jean Jones, St. George, UT; 
Jack Adkins, Tulsa, OK; and from 
Owasso – Dale & Kaye Blackwood, 
Lucille Coats, Hazel Fry Cook, Ralph 
Cunningham, Liz Liedy, Virginia 
Shadrick, & Earl & Ruth Spickelmier. 

BOARD MEETINGS – The Historical 
Society Board of Directors meets at the 
museum on the third Monday of each 
month at 4:00 p.m., except May and 
December. 
 

*********************************** 
NEW AWNINGS – The Historical Society 
has purchased awnings for the museum 
building.  Early photos of the structure 
show that there were awnings on the build-
ing at one time.  The new awnings not only 
dress up the building, they provide some 
relief to the interior from the sun. 
 

 
 

NEW MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS �
John Mowery and Ken McSlarrow are 
now Thursday afternoon volunteers at the 
museum.  Drop in and visit with them and 
let them show you around.  They always 
have some interesting stories to tell. 
 

*********************************** 
TOURS & PRESENTATIONS – On July 
22nd, Community Center Director Jennifer 
Kirby brought a group of senior citizens for 
a tour.  Two Cub Scout Dens, their leaders 
& parents toured on October 10th, with 
Orval Trapp, Marcia Boutwell, Betty 
Morton, Lois Adams & Joan Stuckey 
serving as guides.  John Mowery and 
Marcia Boutwell made a presentation to 
residents at Homestead Assisted Living on 
October 20th. 
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ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED –  
 Brooke McConnell is a recipient of one of the 
$1000 scholarships awarded in May to a student 
graduating from a high school within the city limits 
of Owasso.  Brooke graduated from Owasso High 
School, where she participated in Varsity Pom 
Squad, National Honor Society, Junior Board, Senior 
Board, and Yearbook.  She was also active in her 
church youth group & was a member of Devotion in 
Motion, a dance group for worship performances.  
Brooke is attending The University of Tulsa.  She 
plans to major in Secondary History Education & 
become a high school history teacher, following in 
the footsteps of her father.  The scholarship is for one 
year, and was presented by Ralph Cunningham, 
Historical Society President, at the Senior Awards 
Assembly in May. 
 Trevor Conner, the other scholarship recipient, 
was featured in the July newsletter. 
 

******************************************* 
VISITORS – Since April 1 visitors to the museum 
have come from Africa, Canada, India, Italy, & 
Korea; the states of Arkansas, Arizona, California, 
Florida, Kansas, Missouri, New York, Ohio, & 
Texas; and Broken Arrow, Catoosa, Claremore, 
Collinsville, Coweta, Delaware, Jenks, Nowata, 
Oklahoma City, Oologah, Owasso, Skiatook, Talala, 
Tulsa, Vinita, Weatherford, & Yukon in Oklahoma. 
 

******************************************* 
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER – We apologize for the 
October newsletter getting to you late and for the 
shortened version.  We plan to be back on schedule 
for the January newsletter. 
 

******************************************* 
 

 

 
 

Nov 16 @4:00 p.m. – Board Meeting 
 

December 12 @9:30 a.m. – Chamber 
Christmas Parade 

 

December – No Board Meeting 
 

January – Newsletter 
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JANET GENTRY (1929-2009) – Janet Gentry was 
born August 7, 1929 and died August 10, 2009.  She 
became interested in the Historical Society through 
the Memorial Day flower project and had been a 
member since 1996.  Even after she became ill early 
in 2008, she continued to help with the project by 
painting the Styrofoam bases at home. 
 Janet was born in Tulsa, graduated from Will 
Rogers High School in 1947, and has made her home 
in Owasso since the early 1960’s.  In addition to her 
volunteer service with the Historical Society, she was 
a local hospital volunteer, and was active with her 
Sunday School class at First Baptist Church. 
 

******************************************* 
MEMORIAL TREE – A Chinese Pisache tree has 
been planted in the yard on the south side of the 
museum as a 
memorial to Glenn 
Gibson.  Glenn was 
president of the 
Historical Society 
from May 1992 
through April 2004, 
when he resigned 
because of failing 
health. He devoted 
many hours to the 
Historical Society and 
the Museum, and 
enjoyed sharing the 
history of the community with school classes and 
Scout groups.  Glenn passed away on May 20, 2006 
at the age of 78. 
 

 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 Owasso Historical Society Date ____________________ 

 
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business/Organization (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ Phone______________________ 
 
City ___________________________________________ State _______________ Zip ___________________ 
 
New ________ Renewal ________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 ·  Individual Annual Membership $5 ·  Student Annual Membership $1 
 ·  Family Annual Membership $10 ·  Life Membership $100 
 ·  Business Annual Membership $25 ·  Business Life Membership $250 
 

Make checks payable to Owasso Historical Society 
 

Please complete the above form and mail with your membership fee to: 
Owasso Historical Society, PO Box 1481, Owasso, OK  74055 
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