The ci

IMIts

Owasso gives you splendid reasons to come
spend a day E or a lifetime.

BY JANE SCHREI
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WHEN A BUSINESS OWNER CONSIDERS MOVING OR OPENING
another location, he or she looks for a cityshat i
welcoming and offers major advantages to the $siaime
its employees.

When an individual looks for a new residence, $teeor
looks for a comfortable place to live, work, giiap and,
in many cases, raise children.

In either instance, all roads seem to lead tatyhef c
Owasso, a true shining star in northeast Oklaharoated
just seven miles north of Tulsa, Owasso hapislitd®if as
OThe City Without Limits,® and one look at thigripr
city reveals that the claim is justified.

Large tracts of land are available in Owassioess)
retail and residential development, and underittbetidn

of the city council and other city
leaders, OwassoOs master plan
provides for smart growth.

OPlanned and carefully
executed expansion efforts have
resulted in a thriving community
thatOs attracting the best and
brightest in the Tulsa MSA
marketplace,O says James C.
Shindler, vice-president/
Development of Hunt Properties,
Inc. OWhile unrestrained growth
often results in urban sprawl,
traffic congestion, strained
resources and inflated building
costs, OwassoOs master plan
safeguards residents and
businesses from common growing
pains. This is a beautiful, inviting,
full-service community.O

OwassoOs master plan gets
- support from business and
industry leaders as well as
residents. OOwasso has a long-
term land-use and development
E plan in place designed to preserve
land, home and business values
and to continue attracting quality
families,O comments Dee Sokolosky, presidenFakthe
Bank of Owasso.

People are definitely responding to what Owasso has
offer. From 2000 to 2006, the city enjoyed an issjpre
population growth of 23.9 percent. Analysts préuct
population will grow another 14.7 percent by 20he.
total population growth projection for 1990 to 2@&lan
incredible 108 percent.

Welcoming businesses

More than half a billion dollars of commercial and
residential construction permits have been issuibe b
city of Owasso in

the past six years.

highlighting the
welcoming
climate that
developers and
business owners
find.

OWe work to
create an
environment
where business
and industry can
invest in our
community and
receive a quality
return on tha}t ! -
investment,O say:~
Rickey Hayes, E okt
OwassoOs direct®==ies
of economic
development.

Marty Cooper,
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manager of the Wal-Mart
Supercenter located in Owasso,
found just that environment. O
have a strong customer base a
this area continues to grow,O h
says. OOur store is doing very
and has exceeded performance FOCATION = '
A Z Seven miles north of Tulsa,
expectations.O on US 169 North
City government and
. . TOTAL POPULATION
community leaders are committ 35,703 (ZIP code 74055)
to steady, sustainable growth
PROJECTED POPULATION GROWTH
supported. and Complemented b 108 percent from 1990-2011
equal business, retail and
. . . MEDIAN HOME VALUE
professional service community $133,000
additions. 1tOs a formula for
. .. AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME
success, and the result is visibl $ 81,502
daily in Owasso.

cITy
Owasso

TYPE OF BUSINESS
Municipality

CONTACT
. Rickey Hayes, Director of
Not jUSt a bedroom Economic Development

community (918) 376-1518

Owasso makes financial sense for people AT R GO
moving to the area. ThereOs affordable, qua
housing, a low personal tax burden and a co
goods/services below the national average.

More than 80 percent of the total
households in Owasso are composed of fan
because Owasso is an ideal place for family
OwassoOs OCommunity of CharacterO initi
makes it a stable, family-friendly place to cal
home. Residents enjoy a combination of
affluence, easy access to amenities and
attractions, convenient shopping and a varie
places to worship. Several community parks
offer recreational and leisure activities.

Owasso believes in education, and the le
of community support is evident by its highly
touted educational system. OOur elementar
schools had the highest Oklahoma Core
Curriculum Tests scores in Tulsa County acr
the board,O reports Dr. Clark Ogilvie,
superintendent of Owasso Public Schools.

Owasso residents tend to have a higher |
of educational attainment than residents in tk
greater Tulsa area. An impressive 90 percen
people have at least a high school diploma ¢
35 percent have earned a college degree.

But while the city offers neighborhoods w:
a diverse range of housing styles and price
ranges, Owasso is not just a bedroom
community lie many smaller cities in the
shadow of a larger metropolitan area. Owas
own thriving economy provides ample
opportunity for residents to both earn and
spend inside the tos borders.

Plus, Owasso boasts two newly construc
stateef-the-art hospitals and attendant medic
services and specialties. With equipment no
available anywhere else in the metro area,
OwassoQs top-notch health care is good ne
everyone living or working in Owasso.

Oln terms of potential, of opportunities fo
residents and businesses, Owasso is definit
the city without limits,O says Shindler.
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