City Hall
111 N. Main
Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-376-1500
Emergencies: 911

Visit Us On The Web
www.cityofowasso.com
Click on “Our Owasso” for the City Blog

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/owassocity

“Your Course” Bailey Ranch Golf Club

www.baileyranchgolf.com

Calendar of Upcoming Events September 2009 - November 2009

Annexation Committee
September 23, 2009
October 21, 2009
November 25, 2009

Regular Council Meetings
109 N. Birch - 6:30 p.m.
September 1, 2009
September 15, 2009
October 6, 2009

October 20, 2009
November 3, 2009
November 17, 2009

City Block Parties
September 12, 2009

Timmy and Cindy Birthday
Friendship Park 10:30 am

Planning Commission
September 25, 2009

October 12, 2009

November 9, 2009 Harvest Festival

Centennial Park
October 24, 2009
11:00 am— 9:00 pm

Board of Adjustment
September 22, 2009
October 27, 2009

November 24, 2009

Lights On Celebration
Friendship Park 6:00 p.m.
November 30, 2009

City Park Restrooms and
Spray Park at Rayola
Close for season
November 16, 2009

Yard Waste Collection
Ends October 16, 2009

City Holiday Closings
Labor Day, September 7, 2009

Thanksgiving Holiday,
November 26, 27, 2009

Holly Trolley

Holiday shopping park
and ride program kicks
off November 27th and
continues every weekend
through December 20th.

Park once, then ride the
trolley and shop Owasso
centers all day, FREE.

For more information
contact Chelsea Harkins
at 376-1500

Resolution.

WATER RATE INCREASE EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2009

Owasso received notice from the City of Tulsa that, effective October 1, 2009; water rates
would be increased from $2.18 to $2.26 per 1000 gallons. This increase was unexpected. In
order to offset the rate increase from Tulsa, a water rate adjustment was approved by the
Owasso Public Works Authority, August 18, 2009.

The impact on an average resident consuming a total of 7,000 gallons of water would be $.56
per month. The same rates apply to all customers in the city limits. The proposed rate in-
crease to rural customers would be 20% greater than in-city rates as established by OPWA

For questions regarding water rates, contact the Utility Billing Department at, 376-1520
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City Council Meetings are open
to the public. Regular meetings
are held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month at 109
N. Birch, in the Old Central
building east of City Hall.

Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.

A list of meetings and agendas
can be viewed on the City
website, or if you prefer, can be
emailed to you. Please contact
Julie Stevens at
jstevens@cityofowasso.com,
or 376-1577.
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The City Without Limits.

Fall 2009

New Ordinances Go Into
Effect October 1st

The City Council approved
an ordinance August 18,
2009 requiring pet owners
to immediately remove
animal excrement depos-
ited by their pet on any
public property or private
property of another person
or entity.

Another ordinance ap-
proved by Council at that
meeting would set a public
curfew in all City parks
between the hours of
11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.

If you have questions
regarding City ordinances,
contact Julie Stevens in
the office of the City
Manager at 376-1577

School Zones

The Police Department
strictly enforces all
school zone speed
limits for the protection of
students and citizens.
Please drive carefully near
schools and be cautious
around buses and school
crossings.

Inside this issue:
City

Councilor Corner 2

w

Employee Profile
ProjectUpdates 3
DepartmentNews 3

Calendar of Events 4

Man2ger 0

City Connection

Harvest Festival h Saturday, October 24th

Mark your calendar and
plan to attend the
biggest Annual City of
Owasso Harvest Festival
to date. The event is
scheduled for Saturday,
October 24, 2009, at Cen-
tennial Park, 15301 East
86th Street North, from
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Features of
festival include:

1 State Championship
Chili Cook-Off

1 Car Show

9  Scarecrow Contest

1 Pumpkin Carving

Contest

Costume Contest

Little Miss and Mister

Chili Pepper Contest

1 Chili Dog Contest
(dressing up the family
pet in chili-related
costumes).

= =4

918 Area Code Changes Could Have Big Impact

The North American Num-
bering Plan Administrator
has determined that the
918 area code will run out
of telephone numbers in the
fourth quarter of 2011 and
has directed the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission to
detegmjne e @ solution to
“relieve” the situation. The
solutions that have been
proposed are an area code
“geographic split” or an
area code “all services dis-
tributed overlay”.

With the “overlay” solution,
the entire geographic region
would require “10-digit”
dialing to complete -calls,
even to a location next
door. New numbers would
be assigned the new area
code regardless of their

There will also be food
vendors and arts and
crafts booths; chili tasting
kits will be sold; the YMCA
will have a game tent for
children; there will be Jupi-
ter Jumps; visits from
Owasso Police and Fire
Departments; hay rides,
and much, much more!

Ratkings will heelacated st
Owasso High School with
complimentary shuttle to
and from the park.

location. This could create
confusion for businesses as
well as confusion for resi-
dents trying to reach friends
and family. There is also a
concern that a sense of geo-
graphic identity associated
with an area code would be
lost. Overlays are typically
used in very large cities,
such as Chicago and Phila-
delphia.

If local “7-digit” dialing and
the sense of geographic
identity within an area
code is important to you
then your support is
needed. Contact the Corpo-
ration Commissioners today
and urge them to select the
geographic split option as
their final decision.

The Harvest Festival is
sponsored by Arvest Bank,
Hometown Abundant Life,
Putt & Jump Party Com-
pany, P&K Equipment, and
YMCA of Owasso.

For more information, call
the Parks office at
371-7975 or visit
cityofowasso.com

Don’t miss
to join us at the best
Harvest Festival yet!

Visit cityofowasso.com for
more information.

Commissioner

Dana Murphy
(405)521-2267
d.murphy@occemail.com

Commissioner Jeff Cloud
(405)521-2264
j.cloud@occemail.com

Commissioner

Bob Anthony
(405)521-2261
b.anthony@occemail.com

Mailing Address:

Oklahoma Corporation Com-
mission

P.0. Box 52000

Oklahoma City, OK 73152-
2000
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IMPORTANCE OF
BUYING LOCALLY

There exists a vital rela-
tionship between shop-
ping locally and the abil-
ity of the city to provide
services, such as roads,
sewer and water infra-
structure, fire and police
protection, and job
creation. Soon, the city
will launch an
information campaign
designed to identify in
detail the association
between local spending
and the city’s ability to
provide a high standard
of living. This campaign
is designed to raise
awareness regarding the
significance in local pur-
chasing decisions, and
to motivate and inspire a
change in spending
mindsets and behaviors.
Buy Owasso.

The Census is
scheduled to be
conducted in 2010.
Look for more
information in the
next edition of

City Connection

Owasso Depot

Visit the Owasso
Museum to learn
more about Owasso’s
history.

26 South Main
Tu-Fri 12pm - 4pm
Sat 10am - 4pm

272-4966

City Connection
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CITY MANAGERS®

S NOTE

For almost twenty years the
City has had to focus its ef-
forts, energy, and vision on
providing a solid foundation
for public safety, basic infra-
structure, and fiscal stability.
Amenities that elevate a
community’s “livability” were
assigned a lower priority.
The result placed Owasso in
the enviable position of be-
ing ahead of the curve in
water, wastewater, stormwa-
ter infrastructure; and at a
pace to spend about four
million dollars annually on
major street construction
and repair projects. Addi-
tionally, the City’'s business
community (and resulting
sales tax) has grown to a
point that allows the City to
provide excellent public
safety services to citizens.
That has resulted in a favor-
able position wherein ap-
proximately 70% of every
dollar spent comes from
residents of other cities.

That twenty year focus on
public safety, infrastructure,
and fiscal soundness has
made Owasso a safe place
for families and businesses,
a community that can meet

the challenges of growth,
and a full service city that
can meet the commercial
needs of its residents. But,
during that time, our City has
provided only basic services
in the area of parks, recrea-
tion, youth sports, trail sys-
tems, public  gathering
places, and other amenities
that make a community’s
livability better than “norm”.
Even though a basic park
backbone has been
acquired, there is a growing
gap between what the City
has in terms of quality of life
amenities and what resi-
dents expect their City to
provide.

The City wants to address
quality of life amenities that
Owassons see as important;
but first, City Councilors
must determine what resi-
dents would consider priori-
ties. To make that determi-
nation, a plan of public input
is being designed that gives
all residents an opportunity
to provide ideas and sugges-
tions relating to what kind of
amenities should be funded
and developed to give
Owasso residents a world-

class quality of life. The pro-
gram to gather public input
is scheduled to begin this
fall. Every resident is en-
couraged to participate and
offer suggestions. Announce-
ments of meetings will be
made on cityofowasso.com,
through Twitter, and the
“Owasso Reporter”.

This effort to create a com-
munity that meets the expec-
tations of its residents is one

DEPARTMENT NEWS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Owasso’s residential growth
is bucking the local trend.
Housing starts across the
metropolitan area are down
19% from last year. So far
this year, Owasso has seen
193 housing starts, an 8%
increase from last year. New
home values have increased,
as well.

At the end of July, more than
850 residential lots were

Character traits for September November

Responsibility- Knowing and doing what is expected of me.
Patience - Accepting a difficult situation without giving a deadline to remove it.

Initiative - Recognizing and doing what needs to be done before | am asked to do it.

To learn more about the Owasso Character initiative, visit the city website at www.cityofowasso.com, or contact thg
Character Coordinator, Michele Dempster at 374535.

that is critical to future gen-
erations and to the long-term
value of our community.
Look for a way to be in-
volved; your ideas should be
considered in the final plan.

COUNCIL CORNER

Councilor Wayne Guevara,
an Owasso resident for
seven years, serves as the
representative for Ward 3
on the Owasso City Council.

Councilor Guevara works as
a Senior Recruiter for the
Oklahoma National Guard
and has been in the military
for over fourteen years.

Councilor Guevara is married
to Nadia and has three chil-
dren from 16 years to 9
months.

Councilor Guevara said he
enjoys the fact that he has
been given an opportunity to
give back to his community
and be involved in decisions
that will impact the future of
the community.

Councilor Guevara served on
the City Council as represen-
tative of Ward 4 from 2005
to 2007. After moving to
Ward 3 he ran for Council
again and was elected in
March of 2008.

Councilor Guevara stated
“the most challenging part of
being a Council member is
the time commitment.”

Citizens can contact
Councilor Guevara by
emailing him at

wguevara@cityofowasso.com

available for building, almost
three times as many as three
years ago. The forecast into
the near future for Owasso’s
growth is strong.

PARKS

The 1st Centennial Disc Golf
Cup will be held at Centen-
nial Park, September 13,
2009. The event will be
capped at 90 players and
take place from 8:00 am to

6:00 pm. There will be both
touring professionals and
amateurs in. - attendance
from a 4 state area. Divi-
sions will be offered to all
skill levels. Player ages will
range from 10 years to over
60 years. Lunch will be pro-
vided by Steaks-2-Go. One
round will be played in the
morning, followed by a ring
of fire and awards at 5:30
pm. The ring of fire - all par-
ticipants gather around a
basket and all putt at once
to win prizes. Call 371-7975
for information.

PUBLIC WORKS

The new automated refuse
collection system improves
efficiency, reduces injury,
and assists cost control, but
also results in new collection
rules. Some new rules: all
trash must be bagged, in or
out of the cart; no modifica-
tions, including lid straps,
are allowed; and total cart
weight must not exceed 200
pounds. Only City issued
carts will be collected. A
complete list of rules can be
found in the Residents sec-
tion of the website.
Placement of carts should be
within 4 feet of curb or street
edge on level ground, and 4
feet from any obstructions.
The lid opening should be

toward the street, and han-
dle toward residence. The lid
should  be closed.  with
nothing placed on top of the
cart. Carts should have a 10
foot clearance from any
overhead obstructions.

Carts in cul-de-sacs may
need to be placed in the gut-
ter or in front of the drive-
way. Removing obstacles
such as vehicles and basket-
ball goals from the street on
collection day will insure all
refuse is collected.

POLICE

The School Resource Officer
program enters it's third year
with the addition of a third
officer. Schools will have
three full time officers at
campuses to assist with se-
curity and law enforcement
intervention needs.

FIRE
The City frequently receives
questions about the

ambulance subscription. The
subscription significantly
reduces the cost to residents
utilizing this lifesaving
service. Full details regarding
the subscription can be
found on the Fire page of the
City’s website.

For more information and de-
partment contacts, visit
www.cityofowasso.com

EMPLOYEE PROFILE

~ establishing

Billing Clerk. She served the
citizens in taking payments,
service and
much more. Jennifer has
since assumed responsibility
for processing the City’s pay-
ables. From day one Jennifer

= has made a difference in the

Jennifer Ross, Employee of
the Quarter, has been with
the Finance Department
since October of 2007, and
began her career as a Utility

- lives of her customers both

internal and external. On a
daily basis Jennifer exhibits
the character qualities of
attentiveness, compassion,
sincerity and most of all

joyfulness.

Jennifer is the proud wife of
Dan Ross and the devoted
mother of Logan. When
asked what she enjoys most
about her work, she re-
sponds with the people and
the position. Jennifer's hob-
bies include shopping and
considers chocolate her
favorite food. As for her
hero, without question her
husband Dan.
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BAILEY RANCH GOLF CLUB

Announces the "Kids Play Free"
program. Young golfers, 17 and
under, can play free with a
paying adult anytime
on weekdays and after noon on
weekends and holidays. It is
easy and affordable to enjoy
golf as a way to spend time
with family. In order to facilitate
those taking advantage of the
"Kids Play Free" program, 9
holes of Family Tees were re-
cently installed through the
Play Golf America Initiative to
make the course less intimidat-
ing to the beginning golfer and
allow families to play at a dis-
tance that doesn't slow play but
increases their enjoyment.

Enjoy discounted play by pur-
chasing a Multi Play discount
card at Bailey Ranch Golf Club.

Visit www.baileyranchgolf.com

Or call 274-4653

Timmy and Cindy celebrate
their 5th birthday.

Join us at Friendship Park on
Friday, September 25, 2009,
at 10:30 a.m. to celebrate
“Timmy & Cindy’s fifth birthday”
and to unveil a new statue.
The Timmy and Cindy project
was initiated as a part of
Owasso’s centennial celebra-
tion events on April 2, 2004,
with the unveiling of 14 bronze
statues. With the unveiling of
the newest statue, the program
has grown to 35 statues, all
featuring young children at
play. Purchase of the statues
is funded by individuals, fami-
lies, or organizations, and each
bears a small plaque with the
donor’s name.


http://www.cityofowasso.com

